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October 7, 1905
In a 6-3 win over St. Louis in 
the second game of a dou-
bleheader, Cincinnati Reds 
outfielder Fred Odwell hits 
his ninth, and final home 
run of the season, mak-
ing the 32-year-old the 
National League’s home 
run champion, edging out 
teammate Cy Seymour by 
one round-tripper.

For Odwell (right), the home run against 
Cardinals’ right-hander Buster Brown 
on the second-to-last day of the regular 
season will be the last one of his major 
league career ... playing two more years, 
the Downsville, New York, native will 
complete a four-year major league ca-
reer with 10 home runs and 168 RBIs.

On the same day that Odwell 
goes “yard”, Des Moines 
catcher Charles Dexter 
stabs Milwaukee first base-
man Quait Bateman over a 
disagreement of who should 
pay a taxi fare following a 
night of admitted heavy 
drinking … Dexter, a former 
major leaguer, and Bateman, 
longtime friends, are quarrel-
ling about who should pay for 
cab fare, when Bateman calls 
Dexter a “vile” name … Dexter 
reacts by drawing a long knife 
and slashing Bateman across 
the chest, cutting his friend 
to the bone ... newspapers 
report that Bateman’s condi-
tion is “serious” and that he is 

not expected to survive.

The 28-year-old Bateman, who had been sold to the Cleveland 
Indians after hitting .313 for the Brewers, survives the attack and 
refuses to press charges against Dexter, however the Melissa, Texas, 
native is never the same player ... in three minor league seasons 
prior to the attack (1903-05), Bateman hits .311 with 28 home runs 
… in the five years after the ill-fated cab ride, he drops to .244 with 
only nine home runs before finishing his career in 1910 with the 
Burlington Pathfinders of the Central (D) Association ... Dexter, who 
enjoyed an eight-year (1896-1903) major league career with the 
Louisville Colonels, Chicago Orphans and the Boston Beaneaters, 
will play three more minor league seasons with Des Moines of the 
Western (A) League.


