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Moose Clabaugh
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On the afternoon of August 22, 1926, in the final game of a disap-
pointing season for his Tyler Trojans, John “Moose” Clabaugh sets
a new minor league home run record for a second-straight day

when he clouts home run No. 62, a three-run shot off of lefty Noel el e gl
Haynes some 20 feet over the right-field wall in the bottom of the Moose Clahaugh
third inning during a 7-6, 10-inning loss to the cellar-dwelling Paris

1926 Tyler Trojans
Bearcats. :

The previous afternoon, the 24-year-old Clabaugh hit home run No.
61 off of Paris’ James Emmons in a 3-2 Tyler victory, eclipsing the
existing home run record of 60 established the year before by Tony
Lazzeri of the Salt Lake City Bees.

Despite playing for a team that finishes 57-64 and 25 1/2 games
behind the first-place Longview Cannibals, Clabaugh captures the
East Texas League’s “Triple Crown,” leading the circuit in home runs,
RBIs (164) and batting average (.376).

Clabaugh’s record is even more impressive when you consider that
his 62 home runs are achieved in only 123 games and Tyler's eleva-
tion is only 544 feet. Lazzeri totals his 60 home runs over 197 games  |:
and Salt Lake City's elevation is listed at 4,226 feet. On the average, |
Clabaugh hit a home run every two games.

(labaugh Hits
62d Home Run

Both Lazzeri and Clabaugh play
in what would be described as
“hitter friendly,”home ballparks.
A 1991 Baseball Research Journal
article described Salt Lake City's
Bonneville Park as having both foul lines measuring at 325 feet, “but dead center field was only

Brooklyn Buys flugger
From Tyler~Revorts
Immediately

TYLER. Texas, Atz.'22.—In‘the
third inning ef a basebell pame
here Sunday betwstn Parls  and
Tyler of the East. Texns Liague
Big 1Toose Clabaugh, Tryler lelt
tlelder, hit his sizty.second home
ron of the season. The blow cakae
in the third innlpg with two Tun-
gers on base znd (he local club
tralling
he broke his ewn world racord, .ant
here Saturday. .

Ths Breokiyn XNatlenal League
elub has purchased Clabaugh. The
big fellow will report tmmediately.
He i3 34 years old, atands sl feut
and four fnches and wenzhts 178
pounda. He iz a Missourian by
birth and has been in professienal
basaball three years, coming to
Texas from Arzdmore, Western As-
sociatfon.  .cat year Clobaugh
knocked fortyilive homers +while
playing en.he~Paris team, East
Texas e

The formee record, held by Tony
Lazerrf of the'New Tork Yankees,
was made fo o .total of 187 games
with Salt Lake City In the Facific
Counst:League. 'Clabaugh’s remark-
able eount was hung up in around
110 games, although man{ of the
drives were clomted in amall parks

 ftve rune By dolag this,

360 feet, and the power alleys were short as well." Lazzeri hits 39 of his 60 home runs at Bonneville
Park, while Clabaugh, playing in another hitter-friendly park, a field that measures only 275 feet
to right field (the shortest in the East Texas League), hits 39 of his 62 round-trippers in the cozy
confines of Trojan Park.

Despite playing in the lowest level of all the minor leagues, Clabaugh, who played first base during
the first half of the season and left field in the last half,

catches the attention of several major league teamsas | Minor League Home Run Leaders

well as that of other minor league organizations. The day

after his record-setting home run, its reported by the Joe Bauman, Roswell.............. 1954 72
Waco News-Tribune that the local Waco Cubs and the %%%l-(l:?llllggr,AN[}:gglel%polls ---------- %gzg gg
Tyler Trojans have completed an undisclosed financial - L lincoln

. : Dick Stuart, Lincoln.................. 1956 66
agreement to bring Clabaugh to Waco for the remainder | Bob Lennon, Nashville............. 1054 64
of the Texas League season. Joe Hauser, Baltimore.............. 1930 63

Moose Clabaugh, Tyler ......... 1926 62
Ken Guettler, S reveﬁort .......... 1956 62
Tony Lazzeri, Salt Lake City ..... 1925 60
Frosty Kennedy, Plainview....... 1956 60

Meanwhile, the National League’s Brooklyn Robins,
on the advice of local scout Joe Gardner, also reach
an agreement with Tyler for Clabaugh's services. The

Trojans sell his contract to the National League team for
a reported $15,000. An undefined amount of the payment is paid up front with the remainder due
if the Robins keep Clabaugh after April 8, 1927. Waco appeals to organized baseball that they had
closed their deal with Tyler before the Robins had completed theirs. However, the Cubs are denied
when Baseball Commissioner Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis awards Clabaugh to Brooklyn.
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Moose Clahaugh Year hy Year:

Year Team League Lev W-L  Finish Age AB R HT 2B 3B HR RBI SB SLUG AVG
1923 2 Teams Southwestern C 21 335 48 8 13 3 10 - 3 .400 .254
Topeka Kaws Southwestern C 6766 50f8 21 250 31 67 10 2 7 - 0 408 .268
Hutchinson Wheat Shockers ~ Southwestern C 8450 1of8 21 85 17 18 3 1 3 - 3 376 212
1924 Bartlesville/Ardmore Bearcats Western C 7582 50f8 22 263 52 94 18 8 11 64 6 612 357
1925 3 Teams 3 Leagues D-B-C 23 500 106 174 37 6 33 - 20 .644 .348
Ardmore Boomers Western C 8664 20f6 23 33 5 14 2 0 1 11 0 576 424
Paris Bearcats East Texas D 7646 1of8 23 304 78 117 26 3 3 - 14 7% 385
Decatur Commodores Three-| B 6273 50f8 23 163 23 43 9 3 1 - 6 374 264
1926 Tyler Trojans East Texas D 5764 4of6 24 444 106 167 23 1 62 164 - 851 .376
1926 Brooklyn Dodgers National League ML  71-82 60f8 24 14 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 143 .071
1927 2 Teams 2 Leagues C-B 25 558 112 199 45 6 21 - 21 572 357
High Point Pointers Piedmont C 628 70f8 25 515 103 187 40 6 21 86 16 586  .363
Jacksonville Tars Southeastern B 9063 10of8 25 43 9 12 5 0 0 - 5 3% 279
1928 2 Teams 2 Leagues B-A 26 577 108 207 27 15 17 111 21 .546 .359
Jacksonville Tars Southeastern B 71-78 40f8 26 380 83 139 21 9 15 81 19 587 .366
Mobile Bears Southern A 74-76  40f8 26 197 25 68 6 6 2 30 2 467 345
1929 2 Teams Southern A 27 4219 76 133 37 8 10 77 171 513  .316
Mobile Bears Southern A 5795 7of8 27 46 3 12 4 A1 0 1 1 391 .261
Birmingham Barons Southern A 9360 1of8 27 375 73 121 33 7 10 76 16 528 323
1930 2 Teams 2 Leagues B-AA 28 536 131 180 37 7 30 158 40 .599 .336
Quincy Indians Three-| B 7858 20f8 28 516 130 174 35 7 30 154 40 .607  .337
Buffalo Bisons International ~ AA  74-91 60f8 28 20 1 6 2 0 0 4 0 400 .300
1931 2 Teams 2 Leagues A-B 29 488 77 184 26 6 24 110 8 .603 .377
Quincy Indians Three-| B 6749 20f8 29 49 8 18 5 0 1 6 3 531 367
Nashville Volunteers Southern A 51-102 8of8 29 439 69 166 21 6 23 104 6 611 .378
1932 Nashville Volunteers Southern A 7578 40f8 30 445 101 170 26 5 32 107 16 679 .382
1933 Baltimore Orioles International  AA  84-80 *20f4 31 372 8 125 20 8 16 82 14 562 .336
1934 2 Teams 2 Leagues AA-A 32 517 94 160 26 8 20 94 18 .507 .310
Atlanta Crackers Southern A T77-74  40f8 32 74 15 25 2 3 4 21 1 608 .338
Portland Beavers Pacific Coast AA 66-117 80f8 32 443 79 135 24 5 16 73 17 490  .305
1935 Portland Beavers Pacific Coast AA  87-86 40f8 33 565 112 193 56 7 16 116 21 550  .342
1936 Portland Beavers Pacific Coast AA  96-79 10f8 34 559 108 177 29 4 20 112 6 490 317
1937 Portland Beavers Pacific Coast ~ AA  90-86 40f8 35 571 96 186 39 15 17 114 11 536  .326
1938 Toledo Oregon State League  SPro - - 36 - - - - - - - - -- --
1939 Trois-Rivieres Quebec Provincial  Ind.  42-30  1of7 37 - -
Grants Pass Cave Shop Oregon Softhall - -3 - - - - - - - -
1940 2 Teams 2 Leagues B-AA 38 244 -1 13 1 17 - - 439 291
Portland Beavers Pacific Coast ~AA  56-122 80f8 38 34 6 4 1 0 1 5 1 23 118
Salem Senators Western International B 6977 50f6 38 210 40 67 12 1 6 50 4 471 319
1945 Ames Grocery Portland City League  Amt - - 43 - - - - - - - -- --
1946 Ames Grocery Portland City League  Amt - 44 - - - - - - - - -- --
Majors (1 season) Majors 14 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 .43 .07
Minors (16 seasons) Minors 7395 1465 2505 472 108 346 1297 244 .572 .339

*International League - 2 Divisions of 4 teams each
Pro debut:  April 26, 1923, Salina (0) at Topeka (9), 3 hits

Gardner, described as a local “baseball dabbler,”had previously been asked by the
Dodagers to look at Marshall pitcher Charlie Sullivan, but Gardner reports back favorably
about Clabaugh and wires Brooklyn Tyler's asking price. The Dodgers accept and inform
Clabaugh to report to the team immediately. The jilted Sullivan eventually makes his way

to major leagues with the Detroit Tigers at the start of the 1928 season.

On August 30, 1926, Moose Clabaugh makes his major league debut against Brooklyn in-
town rival the New York Giants. In the bottom of the eighth inning with the Robins trail-
ing 8-1, Clabaugh is sent to pinch hit for relief pitcher Jesse Barnes. With Jack Fournier on
first, Clabaugh hits a“savage” line drive off Hughy McQuillan that Giants'first baseman
Bill Terry “speared the ball stylishly” and steps on first to complete an inning-ending un-
assisted double play. The inning over, he heads back to Brooklyn dugout holding a mere

six inches of what's left of his shattered bat. In 11 games, including one start against

Pittsburgh on September 19, the 24-year-old Clabaugh is 1-for-14 (.071) with a double,

two runs scored and one RBI.

TYLER SELLS KID
STAR TO INDIANS

TYT.ER., June 17.—Willie Andrus,

15, rookie discovered by Frank Kitch-
ens, I'rojan manager, has been sold to
the Cleveland Indians to be delivered
at the close of thie Fast Texas lLeagu-
se1<on for ST and in further con-
sideration of the Indians releasing tn

Tyler ouiright the home run leader
of thie e¢ireuit, Clabangh. Andrus
playvs any infield position and can
piteh a neat game. o v

Dolstering up his pitching  wtalf,
Kitchens has proenred 1. L MeNe'l,
formerly a Beaumont hurler of suiae
from Terre Haute in  the
Thres-1 League.  MceNeel also played
with Mount D'leasant when that town
in thi= circuit.  MeNeil bas al-
Tvler.

SUCCess,

wWus
ready reperted to
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1926 Tyler Trojans

Moose Clabaugh o

league experience over after only 11 games. Never to receive another invitation to a major-

league spring training camp.

“As a big league rookie. Clabaugh was probably unique. He was the only lad to come
from the sticks who could neither hit nor field. He made one hit in more than a dozen
trials. He caught one fly in about a half-dozen chances.

- The Brooklyn Times Union, November 15, 1926

1932 Nashville Volunteers

two others with the Beavers, including the pennant-win- 4)
ning season of 1936, Clabaugh hits .320 with 149 doubles (including a PCL-best 56 in 1935), ) A
31 triples and 70 home runs and drives in 420 runs. P v

From the “region of the high fogs,’ comes word in the spring of 1938, that following yet an- -
other contract dispute between Clabaugh and the Portland management, “l asked for $600a | |=, ¥ s
month,” he takes a much-desired job with the Oregon State Police. Clabaugh will sit out the —

entire 1938 season.

The following afternoon during batting practice, Clabaugh hits a line drive that knocks the hands
off a clock above the right field scoreboard. Some people say the line drive simply jammed the
clock’s hands, forever freezing the franchise in time.

On September 19, in his only major league start, Clabaugh | £, <¢ Texas League Lad
is hitless in four at bat against Pittsburgh and misplays Weak at Bat. Poor .o
several plays in the field. Nonetheless, most of the 11,000 Defense \X’/'ll Not St
fans on hand applaud his every plate appearance. > WA SOt Stay

“Judging by the wretched exhibition turned in the home run king of the South Texas
League, when he was assigned to left field in yesterday’s game, it appears as though he will
need about a year or more of seasoning with a minor league club.”

- The Brooklyn Citizen, September 20, 1926.

Despite his numerous misadventures, On October 30,
Clabaugh is one of 39 players listed by the Dodgers on
their reserve list for 1927. On November 11, the Dodg-

ers claim Norman Plitt and Ray Gordinier, a pair of right-
handed pitchers recently reinstated by Commissioner
Landis. Three days later, on November 14, Brooklyn sends
Clabaugh back to the Tyler Trojans, his first and only major

In 1931 and 1932, Clabaugh wins back-to-back Southern
Association batting titles with the Nashville Volunteers
before running afoul of manager Charlie Dressen. The
Volunteers cut his pay $100 per month and eventually sell
him to the Baltimore Orioles for a reported $1,000. The
“lumbering” Clabaugh hits .336 with 18 home runs and 82
RBIs while playing the outfield, first base and third base in :
his only season with the Orioles. Moose Clabaugh
1926 Brooklyn Robins

After the season Clabaugh is one of five players traded to
the Galveston Buccaneers for 26-year-old shortstop Keith
Molesworth. Despite his initial verbal enthusiasm for the transaction, he refuses to report to the

Buccaneers and is told to make his own deal. Landing back
in the Southern Association with the Atlanta Crackers, he
is hitting .338 with four home runs and 21 RBIs when the
Crackers obtain Prince Henry Oana for Clabaugh and cash.

It's with Portland that the much-travelled slugger finally
puts down some roots. In three full seasons and parts of

Moose Clabaugh
1926 Tyler Trojans
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Art “The Great’ Shires
In 1939, Clabaugh signs with Trois-Rivieres of the outlawed Provincial League. Released by
the team on July 13, Clabaugh is quickly banned from organized baseball by Judge Roy March 8, 1930

Branham, the head of the minor leagues. %%osee Egar?dallslgt(lieccllaslllgﬁ

. ) pro ib_itinq Art_Shires
Clabaugh professes his innocence saying that all of the | irom indulging in any
newspapers in Trois-Rivieres were in French and that he | more box fights cost
wasn't able to read anything and thus unable to know %m Islt Ieaslg d$1r€00'
that the team was in an “outlaw league Branham buys ¢ moose flac  been
h \ . . ; guaranteed $1,500 for
into his explanation and reinstates the 37-year-old into | 3 hout with Shites in Florida. And before
the good graces of organized baseball. thed a{inscﬁe's could be s|gne(lj, Judge Landis
ended Shires’ ring career, | was sure rear-
In 1940, a 38-year-old Clabaugh begins his final season L“a%fohf aﬂ?}g%‘gﬁ?ﬁgaggg?ungﬁg glnad
in pro baseball back with the Portland Beavers.Inearly | | be?ieife I could lick him anywhere, any-
May, he is hitting .118 with one home run, when he is i fie iud d hi

; : time. 1 am sorry the judge stopped him
released after only 14 games. He signs with the Salem from fighting; if cost me at least $1,500.”
Senators of the Western International (B) League where
he lasts only two months. Clabaugh's pro career comes

toan end on July 5, when he is given his release by his own request.

Moose Clabaugh

1933 Baltimore Ofioles Within a week of retiring, Clabaugh is appointed to the Western Inter-

national League’s umpiring staff. One of the first umpires in pro ball to
wear glasses, he also continues to manage, and play semi-pro baseball
in the Portland area. Later, Clabaugh takes a job as a security officer at the Bonneville Dam in Oregon.

Clabaugh plays in over 2,100 games spread out over 16 minor league seasons for 19 different teams from
1923 to 1940. He ends his career with a lifetime batting average of .339 with 346 career home runs and
1,297 RBIs. He has 10 seasons with 20 or more home runs and captures five batting titles, including back-
to-back titles in the Southern (A) Association in 1931 and 1932. He will lead three different leagues - East |
Texas League (1926) 62; Three-| League (1930) 30; Southern Association (1931) 23 - in home runs. With the
Quincy Indians in 1930, he sets a Three-| League record with 154 runs batted in. |

Professional Debut Clabaugh passes away on July 11,1984 in Tucson, Arizona, 1,
April 26, 1923 1984, at the age of 82.
Salinas Millers at Topeka Kaws
Topeka Ball Park, Topeka, Kansas
Balina 1 PO l\i Topexa PO A ‘MBAU‘H ‘HRONOLO‘*
Nhnlen, as .. 2 1 3..1'[1!”!. Bf .00 ) 6 ]
Haonulfrow, 3 1 1 2iMiler, 2 ... 0 ]
g“ll;;:ra:hlh-. } l‘? n.?l};'l::t'g‘(‘)n?.m } l: ? December 1919
Moyer, et 09 L oChivbugh. 3 9 8| Clabaugh enlists in the United States Navy at the recruiting station in St. Joseph's
Denny! ve 11 0 1 3]5232?@? a1 8 + | Missouri ... he is sent to the Mare Island Navy Yard in San Francisco and is eventually
Buvtand, v, 0 o 4jvierce, p020 § 110 | assigned to the battleship USS New Mexico.
: Tatals L., 0%k 'I-Q& Totnls ....11 ;‘E 15
Lrl‘.:yuars:uf’l: Gl\\:\:.n:;u laterference. OCtOber 28, 1922
ol e 000 000 B8 | Starting at fullback for the Palmer College football team, Clabaugh scores a second-

Svimmary—tiarned cons. Topaiw 5. 8- | half touchdown and kicks an extra point in a 13-0 win over St. Joseph’s Junior College
e e, ey & Mactirlco bia, Moy |, Palmer College opens in 1889 as LeGrand Christian College in LeGrand, lowa, and is
flann. Tockwicout Hasea on natis, ote | Fenamed in 1897 after a wealthy benefactor ... the college moves to Albany, Missouri,

Dlerea 1, off Sarlund 0. Struck out, by

Plavcs & by Sariund 4 1t Ly wienee, | N 1912 and closes sometime in the 1920s.
hy Sarlund (Mliller).  Stolen basres, Nut-
tall, Knraves, Pipgcee. Doubln  pleys,

hoes to, Muce s Chesho Tt baaes | OCtober 27,1923
Tinpicon Dodass waa! e of wxmo. 1392, | Clabaugh scores a touchdown and has a 75-yard punt as Palmer College beats the
“John" Clabaugh makes his pro debut col- American Legion team from Weston, Missouri, 12-6.

lecting three hits, including a double in the .
Topeka Kaws 9-0 win over the visiting Sali- | 44 April 26,1923

nas Millers in both team’s Southwestern (C) | In his pro debut, Clabaugh, starting in right field and batting fifth, has three hits, in-

Lgague opener. Topeka's Ray Pierce ?iTChe,S d | cluding a double, in Topeka's 9-0 win over Salinas in the Southwestern League opener
six-hit shutout and records the first of 23 Wins | £5 hoth teams.

on the season.
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First Career Home Run
April 30, 1923

Hutchinson, Kansas

Topecka—
Hahn, cf
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Kneaves se ..

Strohm, 2b ... ......
Bockskapf 1b
Clnybaugh rt
Miller §rf
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Maycr 3b
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Joehnson, o .........
Bunton p ......

Walker p .........
ROl B goveiwes vanees
Broker xx
McCarty p
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Robbing If .........4
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Bhoots |If
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Foster 3b
Purte)} ss
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Henry p .
Morbltzer p
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Totals ..... ...32 9 10°25 14

strike,

xx—8Batted for Roth In elghth.
Score by Innings®

hit, Soloman.
Claybauyh, Strohm.
Milier, Shoota.
Solaman, Foster,
Morbitzer:

Walker, Plck; by McCarty, Sclom
Basos on balls: off Bunton 1,
Waiker 2, off Roth 2, off McCarty

aff Morblitzer 4, Strike outs, by H

er 2, by McCarty 1. Passed ba
Johnson 2. Double play, Purtell
Lemen to Balaman, Earned
Hutchinson 8, Topeka 8. Left
bases, Tapeka 10, Hutchineon 10. TI
el game. 2:30.
Keltner.

four RBIs.

Topeka Kaws at Hutchinson Wheat Shockers

aoaomnlooocoo-aooooocom

w -00000

*—Mayer out in sixth, bunting third

x—Batted for Miller in the nintk,

Topelka v yewvzz e s 000 320 0O1— 6
Hutchinson . .. .. ..220 100 22x— 9

Summaeary: 2-basa hite, Strohm,
Kneaves, Lemon 2, Robbins. 3 base

Home runs, Bolaman,
Bacritlce hits,
Stolen bases, Shoots,
Winning pltcher,
Losaing pitcher, Walker.
Hit by pitcher, by Bunton, Leman: by

an,

off
.

ont

ry 3, by Morbitzer 3, Bunton i, Walk-

Ia,
to

sne,

on
mg

Umpires, Oodscn and

Moose Clabaugh is 2-for-5 with his first ca-
reer home run in Topeka's 9-6 loss to Hutchin-
son. Clabaugh’s two-run blast comes off Lee
Morbitzer during the Kaws’ three-run fourth
inning. Hutchinson first baseman Mose Solo-
mon is 3-for-4 with a triple, a home run and

July 24,1925

Despite leading the East Texas (D) League in home runs (34) and hitting (.385), Clabaugh is
sold to the Decatur Commodores of the Three-| (B) League ... to replace Clabaugh, Paris buys
the contract of outfielder Travis Lowrance from Longview.

August 20, 1926

Back in the East Texas League with the Tyler Trojans, Clabaugh hits home run No. 60, tying
Tony Lazzeri's organized baseball record for home runs in one
season ... his eighth-inning home run off of Paris’ outfielder-
turned-pitcher Franklin Stone, clears the centerfield wall “by
some 40 feet and sailed over the tops of several houses across
the street,” and keys a 13-10 Tyler victory.

MOOSE CLABAUGH
HITS 60TH HOMER
ANP TIES RECORD

4« April 30,1923

Clabaugh is 2-for-5 with his first career home run in
Topeka’s 9-6 loss to Hutchinson. . Clabaugh’s two-run
blast comes off Lee Morbitzer during the Kaws’ three-
run fourth inning ... on July 3, 1924, Morbitzer suffers
a fractured skull in a car wreck in Columbus, Ohio, but
recovers and plays semipro ball for another 10 years.

May 1, 1923
Clabaugh homers in his second-straight game in a 14-8
loss to Hutchinson.

July 20,1923

Clabaugh is hitting .268 with a team-high seven home
runs when he draws his release from Topeka ... he signs
with Hutchinson that afternoon.

July 21,1923
In his first game for Hutchinson, Clabaugh hits a three-
run home run against Topeka, his former team.

April 21,1923
Clabaugh is 3-for-4
inan 11-8 win over
Okmulgee, but is

Clabaugh Does Poor Fielding
and Hexmer Is Sent in to
Fill Right Field
Hole

replaced in right
field by Leon Hexemer after mispla?/ing several fly balls
leading directly to some of the Drillers’eight runs.

May 1, 1925

In 10 games for the Ardmore Boomers, Clabaugh is
hitting .424 (14-for-33) with one home run when he is
sent to the East Texas League’s Paris Bearcats on option
.. Leon Hexemer is released the following day and will
play for the Montgomery Ward team in the

Lee Morhitzer ,

On April 30, 1923, Hutchinson's
Leo Morhitzer yields Moose Cla-
baugh first career home run in
Topeka's 9-6 loss to the Wheat
Sockers. Also a amateur hoxer,
Morbitzer is 15-6 for Hutchin-
son in 1923, After the season is
over, manager Marty Putrell, not
wanting to “worry” about his
23-year-old rookie pitcher any-
more, trades Morhitzer and Bob
Goode to the Beatrice Blues of
the Nebraska State (D) League
for Wiggen. The Hutchinson
News opines “Morbitzer may
be also no good in Class D com-
pany. He was good in the South-
western league last year, the
records show, but Purtell is still
figuring how the kid earned his
record. He didn't have much.”
After missing the entire 1924
season because of a fractured
skull suffered in a car wreck,
Morbitzer pitches in one game
in 1925 for the American Asso-
ciation’s Columbus Senators.

semipro Fort Worth City League ... Hexemer lat-
er plays for the Ku Klux Klan team for a couple
of weeks before going to Bisbee, Arizona, to
play semipro ball there.

June 2-8,1925

Over a seven-game stretch, Clabaugh hits 10
home runs and going only one game without a
four-bagger.

Moose ‘Clabaqghm -
1926 Tyler Trojans
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August 21, 1926

Clabaugh becomes baseball’s all-time leading home run hitter when he hits home run No. 61 off
of Paris” James “Lefty” Emmons, a product of the Corsicana sandlots, in a 3-2 Trojan win in the
second-to-last game of the year.

“Big Moose” Clabaugh,
Texas Leaguer, Hits
61st Homer for Record

August 22, 1926
“Big Moose” Clabaugh | In the final game of the season, Clabaugh clouts home run No. 62
Breaks Home Run a three-run shot in the bottom of the third inning, in a 7-6, 10-in-
Record With 2 | ningloss to the cellar-dwelling Paris Bearcats ... Clabaugh hits his
record-setting home run off of lefty Noel Haynes.

7

Dispute about a Moose: Following the announcement that
Clabaugh has been sold to the Brooklyn Dodgers, a dispute Moose Clabaugl,l
quickly erupts as three minor league teams - Mission Bells (AA Sold by Trolans

Pacific Coast League), Denver Bears (A Western League) and the
Waco Cubs (A Texas League) - each announce that they have filed claims for the rights to Clabaugh
... Baseball Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis makes a “unique” ruling that invalidates all
four teams’ claims and returns Clabaugh back to the Tyler Trojans ... Landis’ ruling essentially makes
Clabaugh a free agent and available to the highest bidder, which turns out to be Brooklyn.

. <4< August 30,1926 Noel Havhes
Nuaggztlf(: glugezgehut Playing with Brooklyn, Clabaugh makes his major In his 32nd appearance of
New York Giants at Brooklyn Dodgers league debut against the New York Giants ... pinch hit- glelileasonr P_a{(ljs l[%ft-hancdler
Ebbets Field, Brooklyn, New York ting for pitcher Jesse Barnes in the bottom of the ninth | [0 HIIZS YIECs T00S€ £
NEW YORK. BROOKLYN, inlning,CIabaugh breaks his bat and lines into a double ﬁna([] ame of the 1926 sea-
ABHOA _ ADHOA | play. son, The 23-year-old pitcher/
Dindatin 3.0 1 § 3 JWheat .k 6 8 0 othielger is %O.bBth?'rtt e lst
Jackson, 8.8 1 3 § iBohne ......8 9 8 0 | November 15,1926 place bearcats but Nits a soli
_%3-_3:_\'. T f:ifm!.“ r2i111 B Brooklyn Dodgers MOOSE CLABAUGH 318. The much-desired hurler
{[\lfyilz m f§ : % ln) ‘“‘;;ml.r? Ib.t % ' l['l’ raturn Clab h back i 1 from Lamar, Texas, [etlres from
Florence. ¢ 5 8 8§ 0 Marriotr, 3.3 1 0 3 | oo 11doaugh bac WAS BIG ‘BUST' || organized baseball in 1932 fol-
M'Quil's, p5 113 Butler. s..3 1 ¢ 1 | totheTylerTrojans.. Iowmﬁ an 11-win season for St.
frournler .4 o 8 o | itisreported that both IN MAJOR LEAGUE | Joseph of the Western League.
Moomw®s Y 8 39 | Denverand Waco are
M Weeny, vl 0 0 0 | also interested in signing Clabaugh for 1927.
HTISR R R
Wilimms, 0.0 0 o 1 | March 24,1927
Motals....s2 1 27 18 Totals.....nn 85111 | 1Yler sells Clabaugh to the High Point Pointers of the Piedmont (C) League ... Tyler
shaiied PoF. MEWesY To. sl President D.M. Maynor says that Clabaugh'’s salary demands are “fabulous” ... Frank
fhaiiet far Deowery Ia e unih. “Pop"Kitchens, manager of the Pointers agrees to purchase Clabaugh, terms of the
Hatted for Fewster in niath, deal are not disclosed.
fRan for Wheat In ninth,
New York ....oeiee. 100083110 0-%
e e L 8 R September 6, 1927
2, “Tyaon, Muelier -8 Feix, Coxoa. Hr. | High Point sells Clabaugh and pitcher Ray Phelps to the
fore-aicoiina=y; Macriar, Buige, £t BGOSR
e T Boise e Ruily e Bt
_{‘Ivﬂ;-I.l‘nd!(rnm. Butler, = Double Elln_;—- May 14, 1928
Ferry (unassisted), Left on bases—Now . . 0
York 10 Brooklyn'%. ‘Hues on bails—0ft Playing for the Jacksonville Tars, Clabaugh’s 24-game
A & ek QU edaw & Me- | hitting streak is ended by Pensacola’s Roy Appleton.
Willlama, Hits—Off MoGraw 11 in 4 (none
':;“3 lr;‘ﬂ]rslr:’. ?lﬁ;\.§'.n1.oil1lan flzn?:?ﬁ“ﬁc' _ju|y 17,1928
Lughitn. " Timet g T o0 and Me- Clabau’ghig hitting .386 and leads the Southeastern
Pinch-hitting for pitcher Jesse Barnes in the (B) League in home runs with 17, when he sent to the
eighth inning, Clabaugh lines into an unas- | Mobile Bears of the Southern (A) League for a 30-day .
sisted double pay to Hall of Famer Bill Terry | trial ... the Tars also announce the release of 3B Walter
at first base. Sandquist who is batting .265 in 31 games. Ray Phelps
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September 25, 1929

The Birmingham Barons, behind Clabaugh'’s steal of home

in the bottom of the seventh inning, edge the visiting Dallas
Steers 1-0 to take the opening game of the 1929 Dixie World
Series ... in the top of the seventh inning, Clabaugh makes a
running catch and falls into the temporary stands robbing Dal-
las’ Rip Radcliff of a home run.

February 15,1930
Birmingham asks for waivers on Moose Clabaugh.

May 14, 1930

In the first night game in Three-| League history, Clabaugh is

1-for-5 and hits into a double-play in Quincy 7-5 loss at Deca-
Iturh... after the game he complains that he can't hit under the
ights.

September 3, 1930

Moose Clabaugh
1929 Birmingham Barons

Quincy sells Clabaugh to the Buffalo Bisons of the Interna-
tional (AA) League.

May 25, 1931

For the second time in as many years, Quincy sells Clabaugh, this time to the Southern League’s

Nashville Volunteers.

July 23,1931

_;:i s
Roy Appleton

A 13-year minor league veteran,
Pensacola’s Roy Appleton is the
pitcher that stops Clabaugh’s
career-best 24-game hitfin
streak on May 14,1928, In 192
and 1929, Appleton is 51-21
in back-to-back seasons Fltch-
ing for Pensacola (26-12) and
Tampa (25-9). His older brother,
Ed Appleton, pitches two sea-
sons with the Brooklyn Robins
in 1915 and 1916, compiling a
5-12 mark with a 3.25 ERA.

After going 17-for-26 (.654) over a seven-game span, Clabaugh raises his season average from .336 to.371 and takes over the lead
of the Southern League batting race ... over the last 52 games of the 1931 season with the Nashville Volunteers, Clabaugh hits .425
(94-for-221) en route to winning the fourth of his five batting championships.

March 15,1932

Following a season where he hits Southern Association-
leading .378 with 23 home runs and 104 RBIs, despite
missing 40 games with an injury, a 30-year-old Clabaugh
decides to hold out for more money ... when asked if he

Clabaugh, Nashville’s
Slugger, Is on Market

Player Benched for Talking
Back to Manager

BIREMINGHAM, ALA. Aug. 13—iH
—Mopose Clabaugh. heavy hiiting out-
fielder of the Nashville Volunteers
has been placed on ihe markel for
disagreeing with his manager about
how baseball should be played.

This was the statement of Charlle
Dressen, Volunteer manager, when
asked how long Clabsugh would re-
main on the bench. §

Dressen satd Clabaugh was through
as & Volunteer, unless there were in-
juries necessitating the league’s lead-
ing hitter returning io the line-up.

Moose was benched Thursday night
at Nashville during a double-header
%ith Little Rock when Dressen took
nim to task for a play on bases.

“If you don't like the way I'm
playing ball, get somebody else.”
Dressen said the big outflelder re-
torted, "and I'm doing just thai.”

Dressen indicated he was negotiat-
g a trade with an “AA™ ciub in
which the Southern Assoclation’s
leading hitter would Iigure.

was adamant in his
holdout, Clabaugh
replies “Certainly not,
I'm just not going to
givein. That's all.”

August 14,1932
Clabaugh, the South-
ern League’s leading
hitter, is benched by
Nashville manager
Charlie Dressen for
talking back during a
double-header with
Little Rock ... Dressen
says that Clabaugh is

Moose Clabaugh
1932 Nashville Volunteers

: b %
Moose Clabaugh

1932 Nashville Volunteers

through as a Volun-
teer and that he is negotiating a trade for his slugger.

February 2, 1933

Nashville sells Clabaugh to the Baltimore Orioles in a “straight cash” deal.
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November 15, 1933

How far the mighty has fallen. Only six years removed from his record-setting 62 home run season,
Clabaugh is among five Baltimore players traded for one 27-year-old Galveston Buccaneer shortstop
coming off a.271 season with zero home runs ... a graduate of Monmouth College in Illinois and a
member of the school’s hall of fame, Keith Molesworth is also the starting quarterback/halfback for
the NFLs Chicago Bears ... also traded along with the “Moose” are catcher Bob Linton, pitchers Harry
Gumbert, Glen Liebhardt, Jr, and shortstop Hal King.

May, 1934

Galveston, unable to come to terms with the reluctant Clabaugh, sells the 32-year-old slugger to the
Atlanta Crackers of the Southern Association for $1,750.

May 16,1934

After hitting four home runs in 22 games with the Crackers,

Clabaugh is traded to the Portland Beavers, along with $8,000, for

Prince Henry Oana.

Moose Clabaugh
1937 Portland Beavers

May 14, 1938

Clabaugh announces that
will play for Toledo in the
Oregon State Semi-Pro
League.

May 22,1938
The Silverton Red Sox beat

Toledo 8-7 in 10 innings, de-
spite a home run by newly-acquired Moose Clabaugh.

July 30,1939

Clabaugh is branded an “outlaw” from organized
baseball by minor league head Judge Bramham ...
Branham bans Clabaugh after he plays for the Three
Rivers team in the outlaw Provincial League earlier in

the year.
July 31,1939

Now officially an “outlaw,” Clabaugh arrives in Grants
Pass, Oregon, and says he will play in a local softball
tournament instead of playing baseball ... he is as-
signed to a team that has lost 13-straight games.

August 21, 1939

Clabaugh Banned
By Boss of Minors

PORTLAND, Or. Menday. July
3L.+(P»—John (Moosed Clabaugh.

former Portland Pacific Coast
Baseball League slugger, has been
“gutlawed” from organized ball.

Clabaugh, who recently signed
to play with Edwards’ Furniture
semi-pro club here, was banned by
Judge Bramham. minor league
head. for having plaved earlier In
the season with the Three Rivers,
Canada, team in the outlaw Pro-
vincial League.

f allll £ o

Keith Molesworth

On November 15, 1933, 27-year-
old Keith Molesworth, the start-
ing shortstop for the Texas
League’s Galveston Buccaneers
for the past three years is trad-
ed to the Baltimore Orioles for
Moose Clabaugh and four other
pla%ers. A three-sport standout
at Monmouth College, he starts
at quarterback for the Chicago
Bears for seven seasons.

October 28, 1939

On the same day that Germany announces that it has
signed a non-aggression pact with Soviet Russia, thus
freeing its army to invade luckless Poland without
interference, Clabaugh, plays for the Grants Pass Pave
Shop and goes 1-for-1 as a pinch-hitter in a 3-1 loss to
Square Deal Radio of Salem in the opening game of
the seventh annual Oregon state softball tournament.

Clabaugh is reinstated to the “good graces” of organized baseball.

April 28, 1940

Moose Clabaugh

1938 Portland Beavers

Reducing its roster to 18, the Portland Beavers release Clabaugh and 32-year-old left-handed pitcher Ralph Birkofer, who is 0-2 in

three appearances.
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May 5, 1940

Clabaugh signs with the Salem Senators of the Western International (B) League.

Final Gareer Game

June 29, 1940

Salem Senators at Tacoma Tigers
Athletic Park, Tacoma, Washington

Halem ABE R H PO A
Wilson, el ... .5 2 4 2 0
Kaoll, 2b ... 4 © 0 2 1
Coscarart, I .8 0 0 0 o
Harria, 1b . ____. a0 1 4 1
Clabaugh, f ... 4 0 0 1 o
Williams, ¢ eeee e ... 1 % 3 2
Lightner, 3b —___..5 1 2 1 %
Griffiths, 88 .6 2 2 E 2
Helser, p cccoceeeencend 2 4 1 1
*Petergen, If . .0 ¢ 0 O 0
Totals ... 40 & 15 24 10
*—Batted for Coscarart in Sth.
Tacoumn ABD HPO A
Harriman, s8 _.._..2 3 1 % &
Garretson, 1b _..2 2% % 9% 1
Firpo, ©f ecceece . 3 2 1 8 @
White, I .4 2 32 i o0
Shirley, 2b I 2 1 32 &
Farrell, 8b- .4 0 2 1 o
Rickert, of . 4 0 1 2 1
Obrien, o 4 0 1 4 1
Porter, 9 w0 & & & »
Schant, D ciceee. 3 0 0 o 3
Medoaghinl, p 1.0 «»« 1 1
Totals ... ~32 10 -11 27 18

Beore by ionings:
Balem .o 140 300 00D0-—8
Tacoma ...e..... 301 110 40x-10

Sammary: Winning pitcher —
Schanz. 3ix hits five runs off Por-
ter In 1 plus innings. 8 hifts and
three runs off Bchanz in & plos
inmipgs. 1 hit and no rums off

kint in two innings. Rums

ble for—Porter §, Bchanx

1. Btruck out—Herser 8, Porter
2, Behanz 1. Base on balls—maff:
Helser 6, Porter 1, Schann 2, Me-
deghini 1. Wild pitches—Pertar,
Schanx.

hits—Helser Griftiths,
Wilson, Whita, Runs in—
Harris, Coscarart. Helser I, Bar-
riman, Firpo, Whits 3, mz,
Obrien. Stolen bases — ¥
Double plays—Harriman to Shir.
ley to QGarretson, Harrimsn' te
Garretson, Rickert to Bhirley to
Obrien, Lightner to Harris, Grif-
tithe to EKnoll to Harris.

4« June 29,1940
Clabaugh is 0-for-4 against the Tacoma Tigers in final
professional game

July 5, 1940

Salem Senators manager Biddy Bishop announces that
Clabaugh has been given his release at his own request
.. Clabaugh is hitting .319 with six home runs in 60
games with the Senators ... Bishop gives no reason for
the release, but is thought that Clabaugh may have a
managing or umpiring position available ... pitcher Joe
Kralovich, recently released by the Vancouver Capilanos
of the Western International (B) League is signed to take
his place.

July 12,1940
Clabaugh is appointed to the umpiring staff of the
Western International League.

July 11,1984
Clabaugh dies in Tucson, Arizona, at the age of 82.

‘l\\“ A ?2:

Ralph Birkofer
On April 28, 1940, the Portland
Beavers, in an effort to get their
roster down to 18, release Moose
(labaugh and 32-year-old left-
handed pitcher Ralph Birkofer,
who is 0-2 in three appearances.
He pitches five seasons in the
major ]ea%ues, mcludm%] four
seasons (1933-1936) with the
Pittshurgh Pirates where he is
31-26 with a 4.04 ERA. Following
his release, Birkofer signs to play
with the Coca-Cola team of the
independent Tri-State League.

Moose Clabaugh
1940 Salem Senators

Clabaugh is hitless in four at bats in his final
game as a professional in Tacoma’s 10-8 win
over the visiting Salem Senators.
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