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On This Date
Sixteen-year-old Tucson Cowboy left-hander 
Alex Kellner strikes out 14 during a four-hit 
shutout of visiting Albuquerque in Randolph 
Stadium. Kellner’s 14 strikeouts are one shy of 
the league record, and includes, at first, what 
could be a baseball record 10 strikeouts in a 
row between the first and fifth innings.

Ten days later Arizona-Texas League statisti-
cian Waldo Dicus tells the Bisbee Review’s 
Charlie Modesette that Kellner actually tied a 
league record with eight-straight strikeouts, 
not the reported 10.

Since 1900, the record for consecutive strike-
outs in the National League was seven and in 
the American League six. 

In his next start, on July 20, Kellner wins 
his seventh-game in a row and he posts his 
second-straight shutout with a 3-0 victory 
over visiting Bisbee. On July 25, Kellner runs 
his league-record shutout streak to three-in-a-
row with a 12-0 win at Albuquerque.

All of the Cincinnati Reds scouts that have seen are unanimous that he is a “great 
prospect.” Finishing his first pro season with a 14-5 record, Kellner is sold to the 
Ogden Reds of the Pioneer (C) League on December 29, but is delayed in reporting 
because of an illness.

He ends up playing in 1942 with the Muskogee Reds in the Western (C) Association, 
where he is 11-7 with a 3.23 ERA.
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