©DiamondsintheDusk.com

On October 3, 1913, the second-to-last day of the regular season, Washington Senators'
pitcher Rex Dawson completes a meteoric rise from amateur ball to the major leagues

In one season when he pitches a scoreless elsghth inning in an 11-3 win over the visiting
Boston Red Sox before 3,500 fans in Griffith Stadium.

The 10th of 11 Washington ﬁitchers to make their major debuts in 1913, Dawson suc-
ceeds 34-year-old Tom Hughes, makin%the last start of a 13-year major league career,
and is followed by University of North Carolina graduate Harry Hedgpeth, who, like Daw-
son, is making his lone major league appearance.

“While one inninf is hardly sufficient to test a youl}%ster, it could easily be seen
that Dawson need considerable polishing and that Hedgepath has a lot of promise.”
- Washington Times

On October 14, Washington manager Clark Griffith cancels Dawson's option with the Mis-
soula Highlanders, saving the Senators $700. Since the cancelation takes place nine days
after the deadline, Missoula plans to take the issue to the National Commission.

Born Rexford Paul Dawson on February 10, 1888, in Mount Vernon, Washington, the burly
right-hander first gains attention while toiling for a strong amateur club in Chemainus,
British Columbia. Signing his first pro contract in April with the Vancouver Beavers of the
Northwestern (B) League, Dawson is 1-1 before being released.

“The Chemainus 1youth is said to possess the most natural spitball ever seen in the minors.”
- Victoria Daily Times

Cups of Coffee: Rex Dawson
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October 3. 1913 Picked up by the Pendleton Buckaroos of the Western Tri-State League, Dawson gets into only
Griffith Stadium, Washingfon Senators | ON€ game before being cut loose for a second time in two weeks. Undaunted, he signs with

SENATORS AND RED SOX SPLIT:
GRIFFS CLINCH SECOND PLACE

the Missoula Highlanders of the Union Association and is on a three-game win streak when
on August 24, manager Cliff Blankenship announces that the spitball specialist has been sold
to the Washington Senators and will report to the club at the end of the Union Association
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The 1914 season proves to be difficult for Dawson. Planning on
returninc}; to Missoula, Dawson instead ends up with the Murray
Infants after the Missoula franchise disbands in mid-January.

On July 20, the “shineball” specialist is again looking for em-
Ployment as the Infants and the Boise Irrigators are dropped
rom membership in the Union Association. Murray was
dropped and all of its players declared free agents because of
its financial situation, while Boise "had to go"for the league to
continue as an even-numbered circuit.

Dawson is unemployed for only 48 hours, signing with Salt ;
Lake City on July 22. Making his first start for the Skyscraperson | 55

July 23, Dawson strikes out three and allows 10 hitsin a 5-2 win
over the visiting Helena Senators. After a six-game playoff se- 1915 Lincoln Tigers
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ries loss to Ogden, Dawson is on the move again, signing with
his fourth team of the year, the Lincoln Tigers of the Western

(A) League where he is 0-2 in two starts. Dawson is 13-14 for Lincoln in 1915 when the “premiere spitballer of the Western League,"is sold

once again, this time to the Indianapolis Indians on August 17.

“The sale of Rex Dawson is advancement comin§ to one of the cleanest baseball players in the game today and is one
which is justly deserved and which has been well earned. Dawson is a gentleman of the first water”

-Lincoln Star
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Sixteen Players
and Wins Game

Rex Dawson, who was & star plicher
with the Indlanapolis Amerlcan Asso-
clation team last season and who makes
this city his home, Is pitching great ball
for the naval aviatlon team at San
Diego,’ Cal. Rex recently left here to

1922 Montpelier (Ind.) - SPro enlist in the naval aviation branch of
1922  Noblesville (Ind.) Tri-County  SPro the service and since hils arrival at “‘;
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1923 Shelbyville (Ind.) Nationals - SPro " )

1924 Zanesville (Qhio) Greys Eastern Ohio  SPro . i i .
1924 Bellevue (Ky.) Bells - SPro Aldridge will go on to win 97 games in
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ML Debut: October 3, 1913 at Griffith Stadium, Washington: relieves Tom Hughes in the eighth inning for Washington
in an 11-3 win over the Boston Red Sox; pitches one scoreless inning with one hit and one strikeout.

son spends most of the 1917 spring train-
ing with the Cubs before being optioned
back to Indianapolis on April 2,
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1918 begins ominously for
Dawson and other American
Association pitchers when the
league outlaws the spitball and
all of its “varied ilk."

After refusing to accept terms
with Indianapolis, Dawson sits
out the entire 1918 season and is
working as a mechanicin a shop
that is doing government work
while pitching for the semipro
Anderson Eagles.

In mid-May he leaves for the
West Coast where enters the
military with the Naval Aviation
Corps. Mustered out in Febru-
ary, he is one the first players to
return a si?ned contract with
Indianapolis.

May 2, 1919, Dawson is 0-1 with
Indianapolis when he is sold to

the Vernon Tigers of the Pacific
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Despite an excellent campaign

with Vernon, where he is 16-11 with a 2.96 ERA, Dawson decides to retire from professional baseball to concentrate on his business in

Indianapolis.

However the urge to play returns, and Dawson signs with the semipro Lafayette Red Sox to pitch
on the weekends. Over the next six years, Dawson toils for various semipro teams in Indiana,
Ohio, Kentucky and Colorado.

September 9, 1923 FoIIowin? his playing days, Dawson is a manager with the
Shelbyville, Indiana Remedial Finance Corporation and later a partner in the
——— ... | Foxworthy Ford Company, and then president of Dealers

CLBYVILLE, Ind., Sept. . . e .

al 9 Rex  bawson  ex. | ENGINE Service, retiring in 1953.

A merican Association

) burlen, pitehed w nobit | A graduate of the University of Washington where he was

e e emevina | @ Member of the football and baseball teams, Dawson dies

this aftcrnoon, the SheMyville

Nationals winning, ¢ to 0. only | ONOctober 20,1958, at the age of 70, of a heart attack at his
tweniy-nine men  faced the big | home in Indianapolis.

Indianapolis hurler. According to
the scorekeeper, Dawson pitched
only eighty-seven balls during the
nine innings, an avcrage of less
than ten an inning. Four men
reached first base, thre. on errors

and one on a base on balls, but they
never advanced beyond that station
and two were cut down on double
plays

Franz hurled winning ball for Liborty,
but Ot ragged play in the (00 in
the thind Inning permitted two local runs
o scure,  Scope:
[.iberty 000000000 0 1
Neotionnls V200000 *—2 0 3

Hatteries Franz and Phlander; Daw-
son and 'cters,

1919 Vernon Tigers

In 1919, Dawson enqu,s one of his best
seasons with the Pacific Coast League’s
Vernon Tigers, finishing 16-11 with a
2.96 ERA In 39 appearances. However,
Dawson's Tigers are involved in a con-
troversy at fhe season’s end, when the
lea%ues new president, William H. Mc-
Carthy, acting on evidence that the PCL
season had been tainted with bribes and
thrown games, begins an investigation
that produces criminal ch,argies,agamst
several Vernon players, including Hal
Chase, who is eventually banished from
both the major and minor leagues. After
an initial inquiy, Dawson is cleared of
any wrong doing.
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1916 Indianapolis Indians

NO GAMBLING,
SAYS DAWSON

FORMER ., VYERNON  PITCHER
KNEW NOTHING OF AL-
LEGED “THROWING”

OF GAMES.

Rex Dawson Lafayett’e pitcher,
who was a member of the Vernon
baseball club of the Pacific Coast
League last season, declared Monday
evening that it was untroe that
every member of the Vernon team
hag been approacheq and asked to
contribute to a poo] in order to buy
“agsistance” to win the 1919 pen-
nant. Dawson said that as far as he
knows only cne member of the team
was ever oﬂered money to “throw”
a game,

“We won the Pacmc coast pen-
nant falr and square and there was
nn gambling of any player on the
Vernon club as far as I know,” said
Rex. “One afternoon a member of
our pitching staff was approached
by a professional gambler and offer-
ed $500 to “throw” the game. The
pitcher came into the c¢lubhouse and
told all the playvers about it. As for
the pool,” says Dawson, “the busi-
ness men of Vernon had offered the
Vernon players a small bonus of ap-
preciation if they won the pennant.
Also. each player received a cut on
the series which was played with St.
Paul, the Americen Asociation win-
ners. If there was any money held
out. T know nothing of it.”




