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Spartanburg Peaches outfielder Len “Holy” 
Cross hits four consecutive home runs in the 
first four innings of a 30-6 win over the first-
place Asheville Tourists in Spartanburg’s 
Duncan Park … Cross homers in the first, 
second, third and fourth innings and singles 
in the fifth, seventh and ninth.

The 21-year-old converted shortstop 
finishes the game with seven hits in seven 
at-bats, totaling 19 bases while driving in 
12 runs and scoring six times against the 
Tourists, the eventual champions of the 
Tri-State (B) League ... the four home runs and 12 RBI’s remain 
single game records for the Tri-State League, which exists for 10 
years before folding after the 1955 season.

A native of Landis, N.C., Cross plays for 12 different minor league 
teams over a 10-year career, finishing with a .293 career batting 
average and 173 home runs.

Len’s father, Ed, played minor league baseball as an infielder in 
1929 with the Greensboro Patriots, hitting .207 with two home 
runs in 19 games ... in 1945, Cross is in spring training with the 
Atlanta Crackers, but is sent down to his hometown Landis Mill-
ers where his father is the team’s manager ... he bats .292 in 38 
games for his dad before enlisting in the Army.

In 1952, as a player/manager for the Big Stone Gap Rebels of the 
Mountain States D League in 1952, a now veteran 25-year-old 
Cross comes close to having a “Triple Crown” season leading the 
league in home runs (40) and RBIs (125) but finishing second in 
batting (.357) to the Morristown’s Orville Kitts, who hits .372 … 
Cross’ 40 homers are a Mountain States League record.

Cross’ career comes to an abrupt end in August 
1953 when he is fired by the Forest City board of 
directors during the middle of the game with the 
Moorsville Moors, for refusing to play a rookie.

“A director came out in the fourth inning and told me 
to put in the kid (Eddie “Corky” Rychlak, a rookie out-
fielder) or look for another job” Cross refuses to play the 
rookie and returns to the bench.

“Later the directors sent a note to the dugout telling me to 
pick up my money after the game. I couldn’t see staying 
till the end of the game since I already had been fired.”

Postscript:
Give Cross credit for knowing his talent ... Rychlak, a 22-year-old from Swedes-
burg, Pennsylvania, plays only nine games for the Owls in 1953 ... a year later, 
Rychalk hits a meager .140, with 12 hits in 86 at bats for the Rutherford Coun-
try Owls of the Tar Heel (D) League ... Rychlak leaves baseball and returns 
to Norriton, Pennsylvania, where he works as a postman, and a bartender at 
the Gulph Mill Golf Club, for 35 years ... Rychlak is well-known as a talented 
softball player in the Bridgeport, Norristown and Conshohocken leagues.

Give the Forest City board of directors some credit too, they knew talent when 
they saw it, just the wrong sport.
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